*

CONGREGATION

KOL

AMI

WEST HOLLYWOOD’S
REFORM SYNAGOGUE

Mark your calendar...

September 4
Morning Shabbat Service:
Rachel Weinstein Bat Mitzvah

September 11
Selichot Dinner and Service

September 15
Erev Rosh Hashanah Service:

September 16
Rosh Hashanah Service

September 17

2nd Day Rosh Hashanah Service
Kaddish Minyan

September 24

Kol Nidre Service

September 25

Yom Kippur Service

September 30

WOKA Spirituality Event
October 3

Readers Salon

October 5

MOKA Sukkot Dinner and Program
October 6

Simchat Torah Celebration & Service
October 16

MOKA Picnic & Play in the Park
October 18

Kol Ami Film Series: The Chosen
October 19

12-Step Meeting

October 20

Adult Education Classes

October 23

First Parent & Me Class

October 24

Torah Dedication & Celebration
October 26

The Roots of Eretz Yisrael Class
October 27

Adult Education Classes

Family Shabbat Services
September 3, October 1
Friday Shabbat Services
September 10,17, 24
October 8, 15, 22, 29
Morning Shabbat Services
September 4

October 2

Torah Study

October 9

Religious School
September 12, 19

October 3,10, 17, 24, 31
HIV+ Shabbat Luncheon
October 9

Downtown Lunch N’ Learn
October 20
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FROM THE RABBI'S DESK

oon it will be the High Holy
SDays and many of you will
make your way to a Kol Ami
service at our new location for
the holidays, the Scottish Rite
Auditorium at 4357 Wilshire
Blvd. in Hancock Park. It will be
wonderful to see you and visit
together.

As we gather for our holiday

Rabbi Denise L. Eger
celebrations, each year I get the inevitable phone calls from

members and from community members who are truly
struggling with their Judaism. Their faith is broken, they
have doubts and struggles and many, many questions.

The arrival of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur seem to
trigger those questions and the search within for meaning.
This is a good thing — it is exactly what the process of the
High Holy Days is about. We call this search within
Chesbon Hanefesh. We are to look deep within our souls,
examine the corners of our hearts and minds and to change
our behaviors in the world. We are to repent and make
teshuvabh, to literally turn our lives around. So it is good to
raise questions in this process and delve into questions of
faith, hope and Judaism.

For some the actual prayers during the High Holy Days
are troublesome. The language of the prayers “God as King
and Judge” passing judgment upon humanity, taking
account of our sins makes some of you uncomfortable. You
ask is this what Judaism really believes? Are we nothing
but sinners? How about that long list — I didn’t do those
things I am confessing to? Why should I feel so bad about
myself? I am not that bad of a person!

These are important questions. Yes, Judaism does believe
this but not only this. Yes, at the High Holy Day season we
do talk about the sovereign kingship of God. We do talk
about God as Judge taking an account of our actions and
words and deeds and passing judgment. But it doesn’t stop
there.
sentencing standard in Judaism. Each one of us has the

The judgment is mutable — there isn't a fixed

power and yes, the obligation to sway the judge. By our
prayer, our sincere efforts at repentance and yes, our
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tzedakah, too “we influence and change the outcome of any
judgment. As the prayer concludes” but Repentance,
Prayer and Charity avert the decree.

Judaism also doesn't believe that human beings are
inherently sinful in nature. We do believe that occasionally,
we err. We miss the mark. We sin. So that the Days of Awe
come around and we have the opportunity to heal and
correct, and repent of errors from this last year, restoring
ourselves to spiritual cleanliness and wholeness. We have
the opportunity at the High Holy Days to seek forgiveness
for our errors to both God and to people. God wants us to
be whole and that is what Yom Kippur tries to do through
its prayers and melodies’ by being together. Restore us to
wholeness for the New Year.

God is talked about in many ways in Jewish traditions.
The metaphors of the High Holy Day season talks of God
in one way. The God of Sukkot is the God of Great Bounty
and the God of Passover is the Great Redeemer and
Liberator and the God of Shavuot is the Holy Giver of
Torah. Each season, each holiday has a different kind of
metaphor to describe our relationship with God and God’s
relationship with us. But if you only come on the High
Holy Days to Kol Ami you will walk away with a very
narrow and skewed view. No wonder some of you
question your faith.

So do yourself a favor as the New Year approaches.
Resolve that this year will be different. We will gather
together at the High Holy Days and do the hard work of
introspection, repentance and yes, forgiveness. But then we
will commit together to meet up during the year, and
together find the God of Love and Liberation, Bounty and
Law, the God of Redemption and Salvation, the God who is
a Rock when we are drifting.  Then will your faith be
renewed and your spirits uplifted.

I'look forward to this journey together.

Karen and Ben and I wish you a very happy New
Year filled with joy, blessing and sweetness Shana
Tovah ‘metukah.

Shalom,
Rabbi Denise L. Eger
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%m to our new members

Joseph Amster ¢ Beth Bachrach ¢ Linda Cole
Joy Davis ¢ Steve Frankel and Dan Ricketts
David Lefitz * David Nemor ¢ Sherry Price

Alan and Liz Rosen and their
children Lauren and Joel

Anna Wilson

We gratefully acknowledge our
KOLEINU Supporters

Irwin Alexander Design
323-656-1676

Jory Burton, DBL Realtors
310-385-7222

Joseph Chandler and Kim Schneider
DBL Realtors
310-888-3752

Joan Denson

Grant A Gochin
UBS PaineWebber
1-800-827-GLBT

Rose Greene Financial Services
310-399-1200

Barbara Jacobs Events
310-442-6744

Mount Sinai Memorial Park
323-769-1324

Dr. David Slobodien
Chiropractor
323-469-8062

The More %W
The More Life

Join us as we dedicate our new Sefer Torah Sunday, October
24th at 12:00 p.m. Our scribe Neil Yerman returns to help us fill
in the last letters of our Scroll. This wonderful two-year project
comes to a close as we bring our new scroll into its permanent
home. We will process in joyous celebration, with music, dance
and song; dress our Scroll in its new adornments; and offer our
thanks to our numerous donors who made this Scroll in honor
of our 10th anniversary possible! Do join us for this once-in-a-
lifetime celebration as we get to fulfill the 613th commandment
of writing one’s own Sefer Torah!

September/October 2004
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

halom to all of you. For most of us this time
Sof year is vacation time, I know it is for me.
School is out, businesses are usually a bit slow,
and summer vacation is in full gear. Well, not so

at the Temple. This time of year is the beginning

of the busy season. Membership renewals are in

Stephen Weiss

full swing and the High Holy Days are literally
just around the corner. Yes, it is that time of year again. I know that it
is hard to believe that time does go by this fast.

By now you should have all received your dues renewal package
reflecting the revised dues schedule. The last time I checked with Lee
Werbel we had received about three-quarters of the Congregation’s
membership renewals. For all of you who have completed these forms
and mailed them back, thank you. The rush that comes in just before the
holidays is always difficult to process timely. The sooner you get yours
in the easier it is for the office staff. Please, if you have not done so, take
out the envelope, fill out the questionnaire and mail it back. It really is
a big help. Besides you need to get it in before we can mail your High
Holy Days tickets out to you.

The same is true of the High Holy Days questionnaire. Itis important
that the temple office receive your reply as soon as possible. Quite a lot
of the scheduling and printing of the material for the High Holy Days
depends on your response. As you will see from the questionnaire you
are provided a number of ways join in the celebration from service
participation, contributing to Bimah flowers and Rosh Hashanah Oneg
sponsorship. We will also be preparing a Yizkor Book for Yom Kippur
in which you can remember a loved one who is no longer with us.

Our Social Action Committee has also arranged for all of us to
participate in the annual SOVA food drive. Brown paper bags will be
available during the holiday services for you to pick up and fill and
return at a later service. The Temple will take care of the delivery to
SOVA. While I was at the Temple this last week for a Steering
Committee Meeting, the Social Action Committee was there putting the
bags together for the food drive.

Now you know why I said this is the busy season at the Temple. A
lot has to be done and your assistance is always greatly appreciated.

Marty and I wish you and yours a sweet and happy New Year. We
look forward to greeting you at the High Holy Days.

Shalom,
Stephen Weiss

Elul/Tishrei/Cheshvan 5764-5765

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

is is the most exciting time at Kol Ami, as
T:vle get ready for the High Holy Days.
Members submitting their renewals to get their
tickets in the mail, logistics with the great new

facility—the Scottish Rite Auditorium in

Hancock Park, and all the logistics to arrange to
Lee Werbel make sure that your experience is fulfilling.

Speaking of the High Holy Days--volunteers are needed: if you are
willing to usher during the High Holy Days, please contact Alvin
Gross at 818.389.4364. Ushers will be asked to welcome attendees, to
help congregants and guests with seating, directions, parking, set-up,
take-down, etc. Volunteers play an important role in the beauty and
warmth of the experience.

Along with the High Holy Days this month, we also have the start
of the fifth year of Religious School on Sunday, September 12. Student
Rabbi Joel Fleekop will again serve as Principal.

5765 is looking to be a strong, eventful year for Congregation Kol
Ami. I hope to see you at the High Holy Day services and other
activities during the year. I also hope to see everyone participate in the
Member-to-Member Campaign, as we share in the joy of the growth

of the membership.

Shalom,
Lee Werbel

Social Action

his is going to be a great year for the social action committee.

We already got together to assemble the SOVA bags for High
Holy Days (start buying your non-perishable items to bring to Yom
Kippur). It looks like this year’s social action projects will include,
once a month volunteering at SOVA food pantries, participating in
helping to build a house for Habitat for Humanity, getting the vote
out, an environmental project, and participating in the annual

Mitzvah day..just to name a few. Please join the committee. Our

next volunteer project will be on Sunday, October 10, from
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at SOVA Metro, 7563 Beverly Blvd.

(corner of Curson). Following our work at SOVA, we will have a

meeting/lunch at 12:30 at Canter’s Deli. If you have any questions
and/or want or join the committee contact Marc Purchin at
310-202-1465 or mpurch@aol.com. The Social Action Committee

wants all Kol Ami members to get involved.

September/October 2004
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The Ritual Committee invites you to come and decorate Congregation Kol Ami’s own Sukkah on Tuesday, September 28th at
6:30 pm. A light dinner will be provided.

We request that you do not bring fresh vegetables or fruit for decoration. Feel free to bring gourds, chili lights, plastic flowers,
tinsel, beads and other fabulousness.

Join us for the Sukkot Service on
Friday, October 1st at 6:45 pm
with Rabbi Denise L. Eger and Cantor Mark Saltzman.

Join us for the Sukkot Shabbat Celebration and Open House/Luncheon
on Saturday, October 2nd at 10:00 am with
Rabbi Denise L. Eger and Cantor Mark Saltzman.

Both the Men of Kol Ami and the Women of Kol Ami are hosting dinners in the Sukkah.

On Sunday, October 3rd, at 12:00 p.m., JQ will host it's 2nd Annual Roof Top Sukkah Lunch. Cost $10.
Young LGBT singles social under the sun here at Kol Ami's Roof Top Sukkah. RSVP to JQ-owner@yahoogroups.com

WOKA: MOKA:
Thursday, September 30th at 7:00 pm Tuesday, October 5th at 7:00 pm
WOKA and MOKA Members $20
Kol Ami Temple Members $25
Guests $30

RSVP to the Temple office, 323-606-0996.

Elul/Tishrei/Cheshvan 5764-5765 September/October 2004
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RITUAL COMMITTEE

t's hard to believe that, already, the summer of 2004 is almost over.

Another Jewish New Year is close at hand. We’re moving into the
Days of Awe in which we evaluate our yearly harvest of deeds; those
actions we're proud of and those we regret. We have the opportunity
to apologize to people whom we believe we’ve wronged and forgive
those who ask our pardon. On Rosh Hashanah, the New Year, we'll
offer prayers in honor of God'’s gift of creation and begin the process of
self-reflection that will culminate on Yom Kippur, the Day of
Atonement. On that day, from sundown to sundown, we will have the
opportunity to make an honest accounting of what we’ve done and
who we have become and to acknowledge where we’ve missed the
mark. At the end of the day, we'll have the chance to begin again,
having left the chaff of our harvest with the One Who it can’t soil.

Those of you who have been with Kol Ami for a while may recognize
this little part of our High Holiday cycle — the Ritual Committee
column that shyly announces itself as an extra little offering from us to
you “just a guide to help you get the most out of the season”and turns
out to be an admonishment to turn off your cell phones during services
and limit extraneous conversation to the lobby.

Well, folks, this column really isn’t a concealed scolding, and, we
hope, it really does contain information that will enhance your
worship. It is, however, a plea for worshipers to conduct themselves
such that their neighbors also get the most out of this unique, once-a-
year spiritual opportunity. It is also information about this
community’s particular standards. Judaism is a diverse religion, and
not every congregation’s customs are the same. What follows isn’t

meant as a rebuke of other ways — it’s just how we do:

Calling All Ushers

he High Holy Days are fast approaching. Perhaps you

would like to be included in a special group to perform a
Mitzvah during the services. A small amount of direction and
hospitality are required. This is offered by our ushers.

It will take only a small amount of time and the benefits are
enormous. You will get to greet members at the specific service
for which you choose or are assigned.

We will have a small meeting on Tuesday, September 7th
at 5:30 p.m. at the temple office to organize and review the
procedures. This will take about an hour of your time. For
more information, or to participate, please contact Alvin Gross

at the Temple office.

Elul/Tishrei/Cheshvan 5764-5765
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* Please, for the love of God, turn off all cell phones and pagers.
If you're not sure if they're off, please check again.

® Please do not walk into the sanctuary while worshippers are
standing or the ark is open.

* Please do not eat or drink in the sanctuary or around people
who are fasting.

¢ Kippot and talitot are encouraged for both women and men
and are available upon entering.

e Please refrain from casual conversation during services.

® Please stand, as able during appropriate times in the service.

* Please be considerate of those who are in silent prayer.

e Absolutely no flash photography.

® Please, no cruising during services. We don't want to
discourage people from getting to know one another through
the synagogue. But overt cruising can be inappriopriate
during worship. Since they began, synagogues have been
places where Jews have found friends and partners who share
their values. However, High Holiday services, especially
Kol Nidre and Yom Kippur, are not times when we seek to
distract ourselves; they are times to face what we need to
discard in order to be the best we can, for ourselves and others.
We hope you will be discreet and respectful of one another's

spiritual needs.

So, now — this season really can be filled with astonishing gifts. May
all of you be blessed with a nourishing journey during these Days of

Awe and a wonderful year to come.

Women of Kol Ami
Sukkot Dinner Program
Thursday, September 30, 2004, 7:00 p.m.

A wonderful dinner and spirituality event in the Temple's
rooftop Succot, under the stars. The spirituality seminar will
be conducted by our very own Rabbi, Denise Eger.

WOKA members $20, Temple members $25, Guests $30.

RSVP to the Temple office, 323-606-0996.

September/October 2004
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Congregation Kol Ami’s

SELICHOT

Dinner & Program Service

Saturday Night, September 11th

Dinner 7:00 pm
Study & Service 7:45 pm

Join our Ritual Committee, Rabbi Eger and
Cantor Saltzman to prepare for the New Year
as we celebrate Selichot with
a casual dinner and special program on
Jewish identity in a post-September 11 age.

This service begins the period in Introspection
before the High Holy Days.

$15 per person for Dinner

Please call the Temple Office to RSVP
(323) 606-0996

Congregation Kol Ami
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

Religious School resumes on

September 12th at 9:30 am,

and we have a wonderful curriculum planned!
Our teachers are looking forward to teaching your

children about the rich history and culture of our Jewish faith.

Returning Religious School Staff Members:
Student Rabbi Joel Fleekop, Principal
Sabrina Eisenstadt, 4 — 7
Andrea Fleekop, Keshet Kids
Sandra Lipschultz, 2-3
Sarah Meyerowitz, 4-7

Kim Ettlinger, Hebrew Specialist
Sarah Gage, K-1 Assistant

New Religious School Staff Members:
Dean Shapiro, Hebrew Specialist

Elul/Tishrei/Cheshvan 5764-5765
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PARENT AND ME
COMES TO KOL AMI

e are pleased to announce a new program for the youngest

members of our congregation and their families. Parent
and Me/Tot Shabbat begins in October for children 15 months-3
years old. This will be a wonderful opportunity to meet the other
families with young children and to have our children learn and
grow in our safe and nurturing Kol Ami environment. Our
program will focus on music, song, movement and art, stories
and play time! We will encourage age-appropriate child
development focusing on learning, motor skill development as
well as an opportunity for parents to share concerns, parenting
issues and learn parenting skills.

We are pleased the skilled educator, Aki Yonakawa will head
our program. Ms. Yonakawa grew up at Wilshire Blvd. Temple
and is a member of the faculty there. She has a degree in Early
Childhood Education and has run similar programs at Wilshire
Blvd. Temple and Temple Beth Am. This summer she was on the
faculty of Camp Alonim at the Brandeis-Bardin Institute. She will
be a great asset to our Kol Ami Community and understands the
rich diversity of our congregation. So whether your child is
adopted or not, you are a single parent family or a two parent
family, gay or straight, Ms. Yonakawa will be able to help us
celebrate the unique and wonderful lives of our children!

The supply fee for this program is only $100 for eight sessions
for members and $150 dollars for non-members. Invite your
friends and their children to join us for the exceptional
experience. Class begins on Saturday, October 23!

Register today by calling our Temple office.

September/October 2004
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In the last two months Rabbi Eger
has participated in these community
activities

% Attended the Board of Rabbis Executive Committee meeting
and was a facilitator at the High Holy Day Sermon Seminar.

% Spoke at the Freedom to Marry Rally after the Supreme
Court Decision

% Spoke at the Professional Leaders Project on LGBTQ
Community Issues

% Was a mentor to a CareerBreak student as part of the
Professional Leaders Project

% Participated in the Steering Committee of the California
Freedom to Marry Coalition

% Participated in the Rabbi — Social Worker Roundtable

& Worked with Clergy and Laity United for Economic Justice
(CLUE) at two meetings on the Hotel Workers contract with
local West Hollywood Hotels

*

CONGREGATION

KOL

WESTHOLIYWOOD'S
REFORM SYNAGOGIIF

Join us for a

Friday, September 17
6:30 — 7:00 p.m.

Elul/Tishrei/Cheshvan 5764-5765
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Gay & Lesbian Couples:
A Jewish Camp Weekend at
The Brandeis-Bardin Institute

HOLD THIS DATE!
February 25-27, 2005

Recharge your soul with a Shabbat spent at
The Brandeis-Bardin Institute—a short drive
from Los Angeles and yet a world away.
Learn with
Rabbi Karen Bender, Reform Rabbi of Temple Judea
and

Rachel Bernstein, Marriage and Family Therapist.

Here’s your chance to get away for a spiritual,
intellectual and FUN weekend. Deepen your relationship,
discover and rediscover the various ways to
enhance the Judaism in your home.

Explore how your life as a gay or lesbian couple
informs your participation in Jewish life.

No matter how long you have been together and regardless

of your Jewish background, this is a weekend for you!

Childcare available.
Call Linda at (805) 582-4450 for more information
Space is limited--call now to reserve your spot!
$275 per adult, $75 per child

Dietary laws observed

ARE YOU HIV POSITIVE?

Don’t be in the closet. Life is too precious to hide!

There is no shame in being positive. Come share friendship,

support and yes, a delicious Shabbat lunch together.

Rabbi Eger hosts a special Shabbat Lunch for those in our
community who have AIDS or are HIV+ on Saturday, October
9th, 12:15 pm - 2 pm. Confidentiality respected. RSVP to
rabbi@kol-ami.org or directly to Rabbi Eger at ext. 101.

September/October 2004
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The Leherhaus

Adult Education Program of Congregation Kol Ami
The 2004 — 2005 Kol Ami adult education program looks to be
enriching and exciting. In the coming months, we'll host
speakers and hold classes on a wide range of interesting
topics. We hope you'll avail yourself of this exciting and
rewarding temple program! A complete, comprehensive
brochure outlining all the adult education opportunities will
be available at the High Holy Days services. Contact the
Temple office, if you are interested in enrolling in any of the
classes or activities.

Ongoing/Classes/Groups:
Torah Study, Lunch N’ Learn,
Hebrew for Beginners,

Kol Ami Reader’s Salon

New Classes:

The Roots of Eretz Yisrael

Join Rabbi Eger for a three week course on the founding of the
modern state of Israel. Learn of early Zionism, the pioneers
and of the heroes and heroines the land of our ancestors. This
is a great way to prepare for our February pilgrimage to Israel!
Dates: Tuesdays, Oct. 26, Nov. 9, and Nov. 16, 2004. Fee.

Holiday Lore

The What and Why of the Jewish Holidays.
Student Rabbi Joel Fleekop teaches a five-week class that will
explore the mystical meanings of the Jewish holy days.
Through rabbinic tales learn the meaning of the Jewish
holidays in a way you never have before. Wednesdays, Oct.
19 through Nov. 17, 2004. Fee.

From Generation to (New) Generation:

Jewish Parenting for Lesbian and Gay Families
(Co-sponsored with Wilshire Blod Temple.)

We all have experiences being children. However, being
Jewish, lesbian and gay parents includes new experiences,
challenges and blessings. How do we respond to our family
dynamics? How do we develop parenting styles recognizing
the uniqueness of each child and parent? Topics will include:
power struggles and limit setting. Siggie Cohen, M.A. in
Education and Psychology, Audrey and Sydney Irmas Campus,
Wilshire Boulevard Temple

Elul/Tishrei/Cheshvan 5764-5765

Kol Ami Film Festival

Kol Ami sponsors a continuing series of outstanding films
every other month. Festival screenings are free of charge!
Popcorn available!

The Chosen (1982)
3 Monday, October 18, 2004,

Paul Monette:

The Brink of
Summer's End (1997)
Monday, December 6, 2004,
8:00 p.m.

jompw, o
'l%" )} AJumpin’ Night in the

" Garden of Eden (1987)

Monday, February 28, 2005,

et  8:00 pom.

il o oy 2od el b ok i, exabiracs h
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Torch Song Trilogy (1988) 3
Monday, April 11, 2005,
8:00 p.m. B

Ruthie & Connie:

Every Room in the House (2002)
Monday, June 6, 2005,

8:00 p.m.

i Yossi & Jagger (2002)
Monday, August 15, 2005,
8:00 p.m.

Special Events

An Interfaith Pilgrimmage to Israel & Jordan

Join Rabbi Eger and Rev. Neil Thomas of MCC/LA for a two
week trip to Israel and Jordan to explore the roots of Judaism and
Christianity. What better way to learn than to experience the
tastes, sights, sounds and smells of Eretz Yisrael?

continued on next page
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The Leherhaus ..

Leaving February 6, 2005 and returning February 20, 2005, we
will visit Tel Aviv, Tiberius, Jerusalem, the Dead Sea and Petra, Jordan.
We will meet with GLBT activists, reform Jewish leaders, civil rights
advocates and others to help us understand the complex life of the
Middle East. A $250 non-refundable deposit holds your spot. For
pricing details, please contact Rabbi Eger directly at ext. 101.

Spring

Hebrew 2

A continuation of our Adult Hebrew class will begin in January, 2005.
Registration required.

Seasons of Your Life

Rituals and Ceremonies of Judaism. Learn with Student Rabbi Joel
Fleekop the deeper meaning of the Jewish Life Cycle. Learn how we
Jews mark the passages of life and sanctify the transition through the
years. Five-week session beginning Wednesday, February 2 through
March 2, 2005. Fee.

Scholar in Residence Brunch,

Jan. 23, 2005

Dr. Lewis Barth -

Midrash and Rabbinic Tales

Dr. Lewis Barth, Dean of Hebrew Union College-Jewish
Institute of Religion, Los Angeles. A Los Angeles native, Rabbi Barth is a
noted scholar of rabbinics. His expertise in Midrash and related
literature. This will be in celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Los
Angeles Campus of HUC-JIR. This lecture will be held Sunday,
January 23, 2005 at 10:30 am with a brunch.

Fee: $10 Kol Ami Members; $20 Non-Members

Telephone 323-606-0996 for reservations and information.

Annual Harvey Weiner Memorial Lecture

Join us for the second annual Harvey Weiner Memorial Lecture in
Recovery Issues. Kol Ami will host noted speaker, Meg Reinis,MS,
who is a clinician for the Alcohol Drug Action Program (ADAP) for
Jewish Family Service. She will speak on the issue of Recovery and
Jewish Spirituality. This lecture is given in memory of temple founder
Harvey Weiner, who was greatly influenced by the 12 step program
and felt that it was an important aspect of his spirituality. Please join us
Tuesday, March 15 at 7:30 to hear a dynamic teacher weave together
Judaism and 12 step programs. (Free)

Mitzvah Day/Big Sunday - Sunday, May 15, 2005

Join Kol Ami, Temple Israel and other area synagogues and churches
for this hands-on day of learning and social action. Feed the homeless,
visit the sick, clothes the poor, work with seniors, beautify our city,
paint a school — these are just some of the many opportunities
available on this day of giving to others. Registration required. Last
year over 140 Kol Ami members and our religious school participated!
This year be one of them!
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LEGACY

Your Temple For the Future
*

CONGREGATION

KOL

ank you to the many members who have
joined to date the Legacy Circle by including
Congregation Kol Ami in their estates through a
variety of planned giving mechanisms. It is

cmo b8 truly a painless and worthwhile way to show

RFFORM SYNAGOGIUF

your support for the Congregation in the future.
And, while benefiting the Temple, your contribution may also
reduce your gift, estate, or other taxes. If you are interested in
including Kol Ami in your will or trust, or should you require
assistance doing so, the temple office has resources to assist you.
For legal or tax advice, please consult the services of an attorney
or other professional advisor.

Anonymous
John Altschul
Roberta Bennett
Natalie and Kim Bergman
Rob Bergstein
Dr. Martin Brickman
Marlene Bram
Cary Davidson
Joan L. Denson, PhD.
Rabbi Denise L. Eger
Martin Frank
Wendy Glenn
Sheryl Gold
Shirley S. Gould ="
Spencer Howard
Walter Hubert
Ina Jaffe
Barry Karas
Steve Kreizel ="
Dr. Joshua Levin
Jack Levin
David Levy
Marianne Lowenthal
Peter Mackler
Cecil Malinoff
Mark Meltzer
Sherry Netherland
Loren Ostrow
Arthur Pollyea
Stephen Reissman
Greta Rosenblum
Noel Salisbury
Cantor Mark Saltzman
Dr. Sharon Siegel
Lowell Selvin
Milton K. Singer
Stephen H. Weiss
Gib Winebar
William Weinberger
Louis J. Zandalasini
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¢ Rachel Weinstein and her mother, Julie Weinstein on Rachel’s recent
Bat Mitzvah

* Bruce Maxwell on being elected to the board of the USC Lambda
Alumni Association

® Matthew Frank and Johanna Feicht on their recent marriage

* Rabbi Eger on receiving the Spirit of Hope Award from Being Alive
on October 10 at the PDC.

* Harvey Silberman on his becoming a Judge

Thant Low (o:

* Jodi Winicour and Lisa Konruff for donating sodas

® Josh Levin for a set of blue serving bowls in honor of
Jacob Golan'’s birthday

* Rabbi Denise Eger and the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund,
Diane Saltzberg, Leslie Belzberg, Jerry Belinkoff & Daniel Fidelman,
Thomas Stillman-Truman, Noel Salisbury for books for the library

¢ Jodi Winicour and Lisa Konruff who contributed, in honor of
Rabbi Eger, to the 1000 Women Campaign for the Gay and Lesbian
Elder Housing Project.

* Noel Salisbury for art in memory of Murray Adelman
* Beverly and Joseph Shore for an Israeli flag

e Dr. Marilyn Ader on the death of her uncle, Sheldon Rosenfeld
e Sam Fibish on the death of his aunt, Sarita Stein

e Stephen Weiss on the death of his friend, Sgt. Moses Rocha

WWishes o' reffuats shelomaly -
a complete hecovery:

Walter Dennis-Diaczun, Gwen Fowler, Cecil Malinoff,

Morris Ring, Noel Salisbury, Milton Singer

Being Alive Honors Rabbi Eger

eing Alive People with AIDS Action Coalition will host the 12th

Annual Spirit of Hope Awards and Silent Auction on Sunday,
October 10 at the Pacific Design Center (PDC) in The Silver Screen
Theatre, West Hollywood. The awards are given by people living
with HIV/AIDS and recognize those who have improved the lives of
people living with HIV disease. This year’s honorees include our
own Rabbi Denise Eger, along with Senator Barbara Boxer, Dr. Eric
Bing, R. Bradley Sears and The Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence. For
ticket information, contact Barbara Jacobs at barbara@bjevents.org or
phone 310.442.6744.
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BIRTHDAYS

Consider sponsoring an Oneg in honor of these special occasions.

September

Joan Rosenberg

Philip Lelyveld Robin Vaughn
Stephen Warren Joey-Dean Skelton
Henry Somerfeld David Illions
Dori Brown Stephen Lachs
Jack Egan Robin Streichler
Allan Elson Dana Ehrlich
Jeffrey Sachs Hope Faust
Sharon Perry Lynne Tjomsland
David Schneiderman Craig Ames
Hillary Selvin
Mark Wind
Roberta Bennett
Alan Cyrlin
Cary Davidson
Bruce Strumpf
Andrew Daley
Rose Greene 06&‘05%
Deborah Avren

Natalie Bergman
Lisa Konruff
Edie Siteman

Gwen Fowler
Steven Jacobson

David Kaminski Arnold Oldre
Lenny Lefitz Henry Schaumberg
Iris Levine Lenny Giteck
Steve Tyler Charles Gardner
Laura Brill Meryl Needles
Raul Cobian Aaron Aronow
Arthur Pollyea Rhonda Bloom
Helena Ruffin Yuji Hasegawa
Mitchell Troy Judy Kriger
Danny Gibson Ellen Zimmerman

ANNIVERSARIES
September

Jules and Joan Selvin
Cathee and Ivan Rosenberg

Samuel and Ronald Bernstein-Shore

Michael Simental and Philip Starr

Marianne Lownethal and Wendy Glenn
Daniel Ballin and Joey-Dean Skelton
Jerald Groner and Brian Yapko
Amy Schiffman and Claudia Eller

Oretoben

Mark Litwin and Adam Shulman
David Schneiderman and Bob Nitkin
Steve Oratowski and Michael Authier

Loren Ostrow and Brian Newkirk
Jerry Belinkoff and Daniel Fidelman

Kim and Natalie Bergman

Stephen Weiss and Martin Frank

Tara Eisner and Tobi Rosen
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ol Ami will be sponsoring another trip to Israel in February
KZOOS! This two week trip leaving Sunday, February 6, 2005
and returning on Sunday, February 20, 2005, will have a
different focus than previous Kol Ami journeys. This trip will be
led by Rabbi Eger and Rev. Neil Thomas of the Metropolitan
Community Church in West Hollywood and will be an interfaith
mission to the Land of Israel. This is perfect for you and your

non-Jewish friends or family to travel to Eretz Yisrael.

Our journey through the Holy Land will look at both Judaism
and Christianity and the history that unfolded throughout ancient
Israel. We will spend three nights in Tel Aviv, two nights in Tiberias
in the Galillee. We will visit the city of Haifa, and spend 5 nights
in Jerusalem, a night at the Dead Sea and a night in Petra, Jordan.
Yes, our trip will include travel to Jordan where we will visit the
ancient Red Rock City of Petra. We will climb Mt. Nebo and look
over the Promised Land as Moses did and also visit the ancient

Roman city of Jerash and several other interesting sites in Jordan.

We will meet with GLBT leaders in Tel Aviv, the Galilee and of
course Jerusalem. And meet people from the Reform Movement
in Israel! You will have a better understanding of Israel’s recent

issues and modern history all while making friends.

We hope you will consider joining us for this most unique
adventure. A $250 non-refundable deposit will hold your place.
Pricing will be finalized soon as we are working on the final

airfare details!

If you are interested, please contact the Rabbi directly; she can

share a more detailed itinerary with you!
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YARZEIT PLAQUE

T I There is no greater mitzvah than to remember our loved

ones who have died by saying Kaddish. Now through
our YARZEIT PLAQUE program you can remember your
family and friends who have gone to their eternal rest.

Our specially designed Yarzeit walls, located in our new
sanctuary, help you to perpetuate your loved ones' memory.
Next to each plaque, you will have an opportunity to place a
memorial stone each time you visit Kol Ami. As so many of
us live far away from family and friends, this affords us the
opportunity to remember them always.

Yarzeit plaques can be purchased for the following:

Kol Ami members - $500 each ¢ Non-members - $1000

Call the Temple Office at 323-606-0996 or e-mail at

staff@kol-ami.org to place your order.

Geiyet

These names are lovingly inscribed on our Yarzeit wall in the
temple sanctuary. Their plaques will be lit in remembrance
during September and October:

Murray Adelman, partner of Noel Salisbury
Phil Alles, friend of Loren Ostrow
Shirley Arenson, aunt of Sharon Siegel
Julius Balaban, father of Theodore Balaban
Jay Fetman, brother of Cary Fetman
Elliot Frank, father of Martin Frank
Isak Gipsman, father of Jacob Gipsman
Tonia Gipsman, mother of Jacob Gipsman
Dora Gochin, grandmother of Grant Gochin
Yale Goldberg, father of Bernie Goldberg
Sam Granadier, grandfather of Marianne Lowenthal
Irving Green, brother of Bruce Green
Cindy Lou Guibord, sister of Rev. Gwynne Guibord
Aaron Howitz, uncle of Grant Gochin
Natalie Smollan Horwitz, aunt of Grant Gochin
David Samuel Katz, grandfather of Philip Lelyveld
Abraham Lelyveld, grandfather of Philip Lelyveld
Ross McQuade-Shryock, partner of Adam Barron
Philip S. Papel, father of Stanley Papel
Rebecca Singer, mother of Milton Singer
Joseph Smollan, great-grandfather of Grant Gochin
Rachel Smollan, great-grandmother of Grant Gochin
Lee Vaughn, father of Robin Vaughn and Anthony Vaughn
Harvey Weiner, brother of Doris Bloch; friend

of Mason Sommers
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The Men Of Kol Ami

And The Host Commiittee:
Josh Levin, Greg Facktor, David Slobodien, Michael Silverman
& A
39 \y/ Moka Chairs:
o ﬁ' Steve Addison And Glenn Rosenblum
=
\ ! Present:

<Allan Rich And Friends
Song Writers In The Round

Academy Award, Grammy Award And Golden Globe Award Nominated Songs
Performed By The Songwriters Who Wrote Them.

Saturday, November 20th 2004
Congregation Kol Ami
1200 North La Brea
Parking Entrance On Lexington

Cocktail Hour: 6:30pm
Buffet Dinner Catered By Chef Wayne Of Mark’s: 7:30pm
Performance: 8:30pm

Dessert Following The Show

Reservations And Prepayment Required:
Space Limited To 100.
Please Call The Temple Office: 323-606-0996

Ticket Prices:
Reserved Sponsor Tables:
Table Of 4: $400.00
Table Of 6: $600.00

General Seating:
Individual Sponsors: $100.00
Moka Members: $55.00
All Others: $65.00

Reservations Made On Or After Wednesday Nov. 17th: $75.00

-Please Consider Purchasing A Scholarship Ticket.
-Table Sponsors And Scholarship Providers Will Be Recognized.
-Please Provide A List Of Table Guests To The Temple Office.

Any Temple Member Requiring Financial Assistance Is Invited
To Contact The Exectutive Director, Lee Werbel.

“The Men Of Kol Ami” Are Members Of The North American Federation Of
Temple Brotherhoods. Their Goal Is To Provide Leadership, Enrichment, Education
And Social Opportunities To The Men Of The Congregation And To Support The
Congregation And Social Action.

Moka Will Donate Proceeds Of This Event To Charity In Honor Of The Performers.
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MOKA Sukkot Dinner Program -
October 5, 2004, 7:00 p.m.

in the Temple's rooftop Succot,
conducted by Rabbi Denise Eger.
MOKA members $20,
Temple members $25, Guests $30.

The Men of Kol Ami (MOKA)
invites Kids of all ages, Dads,
Uncles, Friends & Guys without
kids but with an “inner child”

PICNIC & PLAY IN THE PARs
Saturday, October 16 * Noon - 2:30
West Hollywood Park on San Vicente

(Look for the Purple Balloons)

Invite your children, nephews, nieces your friend’s

kids or come alone with a willingness to play.
Bring your blanket & balls!

Koo-Koo-Roo Food, Cake & Ice Cream,
Entertainment, Party Favors, Games, Crafts and Fun for
“families” of all kinds will be provided.

$10 MOKA members, $15 Guests, $5 kids
RSVP to Temple Office 323.606.0996
By Friday, Oct.15

Your Chair is Waiting-

Congregation Kol Ami’s Chair Campaign

Congregation Kol Ami announces the launch of an
exciting new initiative: a place to rest your tuish, a
permanent and tasteful addition to our lovely temple
and a lasting statement of your personal commitment to
the community... all rolled into one.

Our goal: to affix the back of every chair in the temple
with the name of a sponsor. It is a perfect way to honor
or remember a friend, loved one or just simply having
your name placed on a special engraved plate behind
one of the chairs.

Please join us in "buying a chair". Cost is $1,000 per
chair (payable over a year if necessary at $100 a month...
in other words the cost of what you probably pay for
cable/DSL monthly, but in this case something with a
lasting imprint).

Please join in this fun memorable way to support
Congregation Kol Ami. To purchase a chair, or for
further information, telephone Kol Ami at 323.606-0996.
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Notes from the Cantor

rowing up amidst the cacti and reptiles in
Gthe remote, but safe environs of the
Barstow desert, I experienced the luxury of
both time and room for self-exploration. For
my creative being, the lack of urban stimuli
was a blessing. It was a fertile place to dream,
conjure, and develop my imagination; but there

was also an aching loneliness in the absence of

Cantor Mark Saltzman

partnerships and connections that provide the
foundation for humanistic growth and artistic
maturity. As I grew into my teens, I found myself developing distinctly
different inner and outer lives. The privacy of my musical land provided
the opportunity to feel and hear sights and sounds far beyond my
physical world and daily interactions. In music I understood my own
personal connection with God, and felt an innate sense of oneness with
the universe. Irelished the disciplines required of my practice because
they became the pathways into this very private and special space. My
public world was diverse and ripe with social and intellectual stimulation.
I excelled scholastically, and was respected for my strong leadership and
sensible, humane approach to almost any challenge. During these years of
bouncing between artistic hermit and leader of the pack, I developed a
great curiosity about the field of psychology. I think my interest was
ignited by the dichotomy I found within myself. How could I care about
and enjoy people so much on one hand; and yet need to be so alone in my
private, creative realms on the other hand? Furthermore, how would I be
able to balance these seemingly opposite intrinsic needs in my persona?
In one of my college psychology courses, I was required to read a book
entitled, “We the Lonely People.” The gist of the book was that even
though we dwell amidst millions of people, many of us (perhaps most of
us) live in a state of mild to desperate loneliness much of our lives. The
popular Beatles song “Eleanor Rigby,” which so perfectly described this
vast human condition, also intrigued me. The poignant words conveyed
Ms. Rigby’s disconnectedness to humanity and to life, and the music
underscored her desperation with heart wrenching pathos. I recognized

this feeling as the same disconcerting loneliness I had often felt in my life.

Though I have come a long way since the angst of my youth, I still ask
myself what and where does this basic human loneliness stem from? I
can’t say that I have definitive answers even today, but I have learned
more about what the questions mean. Is loneliness something that is
fixable; perhaps part of tikkun olam, repairing the world, or is it a
constant given of our human existence? Somehow, I can’t believe that
living with billions of people all around us, we are destined to be forever
lonely. Would God create such a cruel and inhumane world? I don’t
believe so. The question is can we experience the connections that will
assuage our lonely hearts? For me, loneliness begins to melt when I truly
connect to my innermost being. Whether in a communal setting or
wholly within myself, this is my own private God space that allows me to
personally connect more honestly and fully from my inner world to the
outer world around me. I think that is one of the reasons I look forward
to the High Holy Days each year. The Days of Awe have always been the
time that I delve most deeply into my inward self. It’s a time when I can
peel back a few layers of loneliness, release fears, dissolve
disappointments, and conquer disillusion. It's a time when I can take
stock of who and what is important to me, and who I am in the world.
What I discover through intense self-examination is the security of my
own sacred Godlike place. Isomehow find inspiration, and hope, and my
own spark of the divine; and from this place I can express myself both
outwardly and creatively. Expressing in this way, I can’t say the loneliness
vanishes forever or completely, but I know that as long as I have a
connection to that Godlike place, I will have a sacred connection to the
world around me.

As we approach the season of the High Holy Days, please give yourself
time to dig deep, to examine closely, to forgive, and mostly to connect to
your own sacredness. It is my prayer that by the conclusion of Yom
Kippur, when we break our fast together, we can be closer to being
transformed from a lonely people to a connected community.

B’Shalom,
Cantor Mark

The Ambassadors Are Coming

ou may have seen this phrase in the weekly e-koleinu’s or
bulletin for services and wondered who are the Ambassadors
and what are they going to do?

To further the membership goals of the congregation and as a special
feature of the overall Member-To-Member campaign, we are pleased to
announce the creation of the new AMBASSADOR PROGRAM.

AMBASSADORS are selected members of the congregation who
will be matched with new members and/or new member families

to assist them in the process of orienting and integrating into the
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congregation and to help them find their niche in all that Kol Ami
has to offer. Selected AMBASSADORS will reflect the exciting
diversity of the congregation and will bring together
representatives from the membership of all organizational bodies
under our family umbrella.

If you would like to learn more about this exciting and
innovative new program that promises to become a Kol Ami
tradition, or would like to become an Ambassador, contact Kim

Bergman, Membership Chair at the temple office.
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