
At this season of
renewal, I want to

wish you a sweet New
Year. This is an
important year for our
Congregation - our 18th
Anniversary. We look
forward to celebrating

this milestone with a range of special
programs and events, from community-wide
celebrations to special Shabbat services, from
musical programs to a special tribute for our
beloved Rabbi. Please plan on joining us for
this very exciting and diverse programming.
You might consider becoming more involved
and volunteer to work on one of these events.

I want to thank Loren Ostrow and
Marianne Lowenthal for chairing this year of
celebration.

In August, the new Board of Trustees had
its first full meeting. I want to thank each
member for their commitment to
Congregation Kol Ami. They are already
working hard to ensure that our
Congregation meets our goals of fulfilling the
needs of our members and being a leader on
social justice. As a Board, we have made a
promise to be more transparent in what we
do and the decisions we make. You will be
hearing more about the Board meetings and
issues facing our Congregation, and we want
your active participation. Working together,
we can make a big difference.

Thank you for being part of Congregation
Kol Ami. It is a special experience when we
all come together. Let’s celebrate the season
and let’s celebrate this special year.

Happy New Year – Shana Tova.
David Levy

Congregation Kol Ami is celebrating its 18th (Chai) Anniversary,
and a special committee has been formed to plan a year long

celebration. Three major events are currently in the planning
stages to highlight this milestone.

A community block party celebration is planned for early
December at the Temple. There will be traditional Jewish foods,

entertainment, and presentations by the Temple and invited community leaders. The family
oriented, fun-filled event will give everyone a chance to share in this special occasion.

In March of next year, the Temple will take a hiatus from the normal gala to honor
Rabbi Eger on her 50th birthday. The event will be in the form of a roast with invited
celebrities, and religious and community leaders who will all help orchestrate a special
evening filled with laughter and celebration. Sponsorship and ticket information will be
announced later this year.

Our year-long celebration will conclude next May with a very special tribute concert by
renown vocalist Debbie Friedman, who is responsible for much of the music we use in
Shabbat and High Holy Day Services. Tickets will be available to the public and a number
of special VIP events are planned in conjunction with the concert. More details including
the exact date and location of the concert will be available soon.

In addition to these three major events, our 18th Anniversary will be celebrated with
numerous exhibits and programs, starting with a special introduction at our High Holy Day
Services in September. Tentative dates: Community Celebration - December 6, 2009; Birthday
Gala and Roast - March 6, 2010; Anniversary Concert with Debbie Friedman - May15, 2010

Watch for more information, and we urge you to personally get involved to make
this celebration even more meaningful.

“I’d like to be a part of peoples’ memories”.
I love the feeling of this quote from an

American Indian man in Arizona, and I must
admit that I share the sentiment
wholeheartedly. To many people, leaving a
memorable legacy is at least as important as
the process of making one. History is more

than just the recording of events from times gone by. It is the
compendium of individual feelings and communal experiences that
we share from generation to generation. We each have an
emotional storehouse of milestones, occasions, and remembrances
that consistently influence who we are, and what we hope to be.
Personally, I have a kind of mental family scrapbook filled with
incidents (real and imagined, I suspect) and elder wisdom that I
draw on frequently for guidance, comfort, and simple, everyday
living. There also seem to be shared memories that are passed
genetically through not just generations of families, but sometimes
through entire communities and ethnicities such as aversions (or
preferences) to certain colors, kinds of food, trains of thought, and
even political leanings. We are all connected by our memories.

This summer I had the experience of visiting an awe inspiring hill
town named Pitilgiano, which used to be known as “The Little
Jerusalem” of Italy. Pitilgiano had a large population of Jews for
several hundred years, and a large ghetto during the time of the
ghetto in Rome. Not much of the community is left today, but
within the carved out tufa rock caves of the original settlement are
the remains of the original matzoh bakeries (only used during
Passover), a kosher slaughter house, a mikvah, and a wine cellar
(for storing Kosher wine of course). There are even pictures of the
bakeries being used up until the 1920’s. However, one of the most
amazing sights is the synagogue that was built in 1598, which is

still intact, and occasionally in use, looking very much as it did a
few hundred years ago. The roof collapsed in 1935 and the
building was not rebuilt until 1996. Most extraordinary is that it
was not rebuilt from photographs, but from the memories of
people who had worshipped there (or whose families had
worshipped there in previous eras). Their memories were
documented by the restorers, and eventually this pool of memory
brought the synagogue back to life over sixty years later. The
feeling of authenticity and connection is staggering.

What struck me the most is that the reason the shul was rebuilt
was to honor the memories and lives of the Jews that had lived in
Pitilgiano for so many hundreds of years, and to keep those
memories alive for the generations to come. It was a very heart
warming and memorable experience for me.

During Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, we are given the time
and the space to examine our memories from the previous year or
even many years ago. We have the permission to connect with any
of those people with whom we have shared a common experience
in our lives, whether it was happy, or one that we might like to
reshape. We have the communal memory of thousands of years of
hope, struggle, achievement, pain, reconciliation, and love that
connect us to each other and to God. My wish for each of you is
that you are able to use this special time of reflection and
reconciliation to become a memory that others will cherish, and
that you might feel inspired to look back on this year as one of the
best memories of your life. When all is said and done, all we really
keep from this life is our memories, and all that we can truly give
to someone else, is their memory of us.

L’Shanah Tovah Tikateivun
Cantor Mark

One People One Book 5770
Everything Has A Name

Great Poems of Jewish Life
From poetic psalms to poetry slams,
verse tells the story of our people!

Join One People, One Book 2009-2010 and delve into the passionate,
accessible work of poets Yehuda Amichai and Zelda, along with many

others. This year-long program begins with an entertaining evening of
interdenominational study and performances, tentatively scheduled to
begin Tues., Nov. 10, 2009.

Book Group times and dates to be determined. Watch for more
information in our weekly EKoleinu.

Notes from the Cantor

Kol Ami’s 18th Anniversary

President’s Update

This year we will once again be hosted by our good friend and progressive
neighbor Immanuel Presbyterian Church, 3300 Wilshire Blvd. This year’s High

Holy Days Services are scheduled as follows:

SELICHOT SERVICES – Saturday, September 12, 2009 at 7:30 p.m.
(Held at Congregation Kol Ami)

EREV ROSH HASHANAH – Friday, September 18, 2009 at 8:00 p.m.
ROSH HASHANAH MORNING, FIRST DAY – Saturday, September 19, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.
ROSH HASHANAH CHILDREN’S SERVICES – Saturday, September 19, 2009 at 10:30 a.m.
ROSH HASHANAH MORNING, SECOND DAY – Sunday, September 20, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.

(Held at Congregation Kol Ami)

KOL NIDRE – Sunday, September 27, 2009 at 8:00 p.m.
YOM KIPPUR MORNING – Monday, September 28, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.
YOM KIPPUR CHILDREN’S SERVICES – Monday, September 28, 2009 at 10:30 a.m.
MUSIC & MEDITATION PROGRAM – Monday, September 28, 2009 at 1:00 p.m.
12 STEP MEETING – Monday, September 28, 2009 at 2:00 p.m.
TORAH STUDY – Monday, September 28, 2009 at 2:00 p.m.
YIZKOR AND NEILAH SERVICES – Monday, September 28, 2009 at 3:30 p.m.

The deadline for inclusion in the Yizkor book is Thursday, September 14th.

A Year of Life: hj
Renew Your Spirit at Congregation Kol Ami
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Celebrating

1200 N La Brea Ave
West Hollywood, CA 90038-1024

Noam Katz, one of the most exciting voices in contemporary Jewish music is coming to
Congregation Kol Ami to enrich our musical team in collaboration with Cantor Saltzman and

Rabbi Eger. We are thrilled have his unique and inspiring approach to worship throughout the
year co-leading a series of monthly Services. A longtime song leader, Noam regularly brings his
stirring melodies, humor, and spirit to audiences throughout North America, Africa and Israel. He
lived and volunteered with the Abayudaya Jews of Uganda as part of the AJWS Jewish Volunteer
Corps, and also traveled to El Salvador as a member of the AJWS Rabbinical Student Delegation.
These experiences have had a profound impact on Noam’s songwriting and commitment to
spreading global justice, education and activism; and have also solidified his dedication to
creating strong Jewish and interfaith communities through the unifying power of music.

Noam will be with us
on the following Shabbatot:

October 23, 2009
December 18, 2009

January 22, 2010
March 12, 2010
April 30, 2010
May 21, 2010

NOAM KATZ JOINS FORCES WITH CONGREGATION KOL AMI



From The Rabbi

We are excited about another wonderful
Religious School year! We are bringing some

great new experiences to our program this year, including Israeli dancing, family learning,
and meaningful opportunities to make a difference in our community and our world. So,
we can't wait to welcome you to a fantastic year of growth, community, and fun, beginning
with our first family day of learning on September 13th. If you haven't yet registered, what
are you waiting for? For an application or any questions, please call our office, or you can
email me, the new religious school principal, at kolamireligiousschool@gmail.com

I can't wait to see you soon!
Student Rabbi Ari Margolis

What an honor it will be to see your name and/or the name of a loved one
permanently engraved in a shelf in our library or a chair in our sanctuary.

Congregation Kol Ami is proud to offer our Congregation and friends an
opportunity to honor the ones you love.

What a great gift idea!
You can get a library shelf for only 10 payments of $25

and a chair for 10 payments of $100.
This is also a tax-deductible donation to the Temple.
The number of shelves in our library and chairs in the

sanctuary are limited.

Hurry before they are all gone!

Honor a loved one and
support Kol Ami!

Giborim H e r o e s

Dues and financial contributions are the vehicles through which our programs,
outreach and place of worship are funded. Historically, many congregants have

supported Kol Ami above the standard dues rate.
It is our greatest hope that all congregants elect to contribute more than the standard

rate, increasing their level of annual support. This generosity directly enables,
individuals and families with more limited resources to remain an integral part of the
Kol Ami community and advances our mission as a Reform progressive congregation to
pursue social justice, support Israel and provide a diverse Jewish spiritual home.

Giborim members make an additional gift with their standard membership fees of
$1,250 for individuals or $1,900 for families.

Membership fees and additional contributions are tax-deductible to the fullest extent
of the law.

Chesed (“Kindness & Goodness”) $500 to $1,799
Chai (“Life”) $1,800 to $3,599
Double Chai $3,600 to $5,399
Triple Chai $5,400 to $9,999
Seraphim (“Order of Angels”) $10,000 and above
(Seraphim includes: Annual
membership dues, annual oneg
sponsorship, 2 tickets to the annual
Gala and MOKA/WOKA membership)

All Giborim donors receive an invitation to a Giborim recognition event and prominent
donor recognition.

Kol Ami Campaign

Religious School

SUKKOT
Celebrate the Fall Harvest
in Kol Ami’s own Sukkah!
The Rabbi, Cantor and Ritual Committee
warmly encourage you to attend at least one of
the many events that will take place in our very own roof-top
Sukkah this season.

WOKA will hold an annual women’s dinner in the Sukkah with the
Rabbi on Wednesday, October 7, 2009 at 6:30 PM. WOKA members
pay $20 for the event, Kol Ami members $25 and guests, $30.

MOKA will hold a Sukkot Spirituality Dinner in the Sukkah on
Tuesday, October 6, 2009 at 7:30 PM MOKA members pay $20,
Non-MOKA members $25. RSVP to the Temple office, 323.606.0996.

We hope that many of you will come and spend some time together
in the Sukkah, which promises to be as beautiful as ever.
Information about more events to follow!

SIMCHAT TORAH
Celebrating the Torah! – Join us Friday, October 9, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.
for our Simchat Torah Service where we conclude and begin anew
the annual Torah reading cycle.

ADULT EDUCATION AT KOL AMI
Join Rabbi Denise L. Eger for our monthly Torah Study class, from
10:00 a.m. – 12 noon on the second Saturday of each month. The
next dates for 2009 are:
Saturday, September, 12th at Kol Ami
Saturday, November, 14th at Kol Ami (No Fee)

Lunch ‘N Learn
Work downtown or nearby? Want to meet others who do? Rabbi Eger
teaches a Lunch N’ Learn course on the third Thursday of every month,
12 noon–1:00 p.m. The classes are held in the law offices of Grunfeld
Desiderio: 707 Wilshire Blvd., 41st Floor, Suite 4150. Join us for a lively
discussion of Jewish law and ethics and Contemporary issues!

Introduction to Judaism Course
Are you curious about Judaism? Do you want to participate more
comfortably in Jewish life? Taught from the perspective of Reform
Judaism, the intro course provides the entry place for adults of all
backgrounds. Starting October 6, 2009, Rabbi Sabine Meyers, hosts
the course at Congregation KolAmi in West Hollywood. The class
meets on Tuesdays from 7:30 - 9:30 PM and runs for 18 weeks.

Dear Members and Friends,

Soon the sounds of the Shofar will beckon us
to a New Year of life. For all of us the Season

of Renewal and Repentance brings with it great
opportunities to rebuild, renew and begin
again. This year is a special New Year for our
Congregational Community as Kol Ami begins

the celebration of our Chai Year-our 18th anniversary year. I say,
“Mazal Tov” to all of us on this extraordinary and special milestone.

Hebrew letters have numerical values. The mystics of our tradition
played with words and numbers to find sacred meanings and deeper
understandings of our teachings. The word for life, Chai, is formed by
the Hebrew letters Chet and Yod, hj, which together is the number
18. This New Year is a new year of life for our sacred community and
for all of us.

This High Holy Days we have an opportunity to take our weary souls
and renew our lives and our spiritual reserves. It has been a hard year
for so many of us. We have taken poundings by the markets, by the
vicissitudes of life. We have lost parents, some have lost jobs and
benefits. Relationships have worn thin, and we have lost rights at the
ballot box despite our strong efforts.

The Shofar will soon call out to us to take heed and recharge
our weary souls, and together we shall do so! We will pray for a
New Year of life and joy and peace. In our prayers for peace at the
New Year we add, “Besef Chayim bracha v’shalom u’farnasa
tovah...Nicatev...Write us in the Book of Life for blessing, for peace,
for financial well-being and sustenance. Write us Eternal One for
spiritual renewal and uplift.” The blasts of the Shofar will remind
us to examine deeply where we erred, where we were culpable
and call us to this New Year of Life, by starting over, turning
around our relationship to ourselves, to others and to the Holy
Divine Energy that can create a zone of protection around us.

This year our Congregational Community will rededicate itself to
lifting up our lives at every turn. Our music program of our congregation
will expand to lift up and renew our spirits, and we will place a renewed
emphasis on building the sacred bonds that bring this community
together. Our 18th anniversary committee chaired by past President,
Loren Ostrow and past Temple Treasurer, Marianne Lowenthal has some
wonderful and special celebrations for us to be together, to love
together, to laugh together, to sing together and uplift our spirits
together during the entire year. We kick off this year of celebration at
our High Holy Days as we welcome the Metropolitan Master Chorale
who will be joining us on Rosh Hashanah Morning for an incredible
musical celebration of our Sacred Season of Renewal and Teshuvah!

We welcome to Kol Ami this year musician and rabbinic student,
Noam Katz. Noam will be working closely with Cantor Saltzman to
bring renewed and special music to several shabbatot this year. Our
Student Rabbi Ari Margolis will return leading worship, leading our
Kol Atid, 20’s and 30’s program and running our religious school
program. Our Cantor brings his special gifts to our community and our
Board of Trustees, chaired by Temple President, David Levy brings a
renewed emphasis on building the bonds of friendship and
connection that bring our great Temple community together.

This is the season of renewal. Let us renew our spirits. Let us
celebrate our lives and the life of Kol Ami with new resolve, and let us
enter the New Year reaching out in love to one another and the Holy
One of Blessing, who I know will bless you and our Temple community
with a year of peace, sustenance and hope.

Karen and Ben join me in wishing you and your family a sweet and
Happy New Year.

I look forward to seeing you at our High Holy Day celebrations and
throughout our Year of Life!

Shalom.
Rabbi Denise L. Eger

Giborim Donation List
2009 (in progress)

Seraphim
Martin Freedman
Stephen Reissman and Keith Lewis

Triple CHAI
Gary Wilson and Marc Young

DOUBLE CHAI
John Altschul
Todd Bloom and Robert Nieto
Loren Ostrow
Chuck Pace
Joseph & Sharon Perry
Johanna Schor

CHAI
Dr. Marilyn Ader
Roberta Bennett
Alan Bernstein
Joshua Bloxom
Sheryl Gold and Marla Sandow
Barry Karas and Bruce Greene
Mark Litwin and Adam Shulman
Marc Weigensberg and Elyse Resch
Lowel Selvin and Gib Winebar
Henry Somerfeld
Andrew Stein and Bruce Strumpf
Marc Siegel and Andrew Traines
Alan Weisbart and Alesha Hughes
Stephen Weiss and Martin Frank

CHESED
David Beckerman and David Wexler
Stan Berkman
Joshua Bobrowsky and Daniel Tarica
Cary Davidson & Andrew Ogilvie
Gerald DeSilva
Avi De Turenne
Barry Edelman
Greg Factor
Doris Fried
Jacob Gipsman
Rose Greene and Helena Ruffin
Steven Jacobson
David Kaminski and Patrick Auerbach
Mark Katz and Robert Goodman
Daniel Klotzman
Barry Kummer
Steven Lebow
Carey Loomis
Peter Mackler
Barry and Karen Mason
Eugene Rogolsky and Joseph Boutell
Neil Romanoff
Henry Schaumberg
Eric Schockman and Steven Crithfield
Miles Senn
Jo Sherman & Mary Jane Varley
Sharon Siegel
Michael Silverman
Karen Siteman
Andrew Wolf

OTHER Giborim Donations
Richard Bernard
Laurence Cohan
Alvin Gross
Martin Handman
Ina Jaffe and Lynne Tjomsland
Holli Mason
Debra Miller and Boris Miller
Ron Paler and Michael Loya
Allan RichLook for much more information and additional events in our weekly EKoleinu!
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